AUTHOR   S    NOTE

has been withheld for so long, and although it
will undoubtedly reveal much that is interesting,
none the less it is practically certain that most of
what it is important to know of Abraham Lincoln
is known already. John G. Nicolay and John Hay,
the president's two secretaries, had access to all
these papers when they wrote his official
biography, Abraham Lincoln: A History, pub-
lished in 1890. In the mass of secondary writing
on Lincoln, little that is valuable is to be found-
But that little is very good. It affords a sound and
adequate basis, along with the printed records
of what Lincoln said and wrote, for a short
biography.

I have relied on the one or two great writers
on Lincoln and on American history for the bulk
of my information. I must mention in particular
the works written or edited by Nicolay and Hay;
the illuminating and fascinating Growth of the
American Republic, by S. E. Morison and H. S.
Commager; and, above all, the works of that
great Lincoln scholar James G. Randall. My
debt to Professor Randall, and in particular to
his masterpiece of brilliant compression and in-
formation, The Civil War and Reconstruction,
will be evident on every page. But he placed me
still further in his debt when, in the spring of
1947, I travelled through some of the Lincoln
country in Illinois, and had the opportunity of
discussing with Professor Randall, at the Univer-
sity of Illinois, some of my puzzles and problems
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